by Jami Porter-Lara 


This is the first in a several-part series 
on the men’s movement The first section 
deals with the appropriation of feminist lan- 
guage and process; the second and third will 
address the appropriation of Native American 
ntual and the racist patriarchal ideologies of 
the men’s movement’s psychological bases. 


It wasn’t a terribly long time ago that 
my lover brought me a copy of Wingspan. as 
a present — she had come across it in a 
Greenfield deli where she used to eat lunch. 
Never having seen anything quite like it be- 
fore, we sat down on the floor to take a good 
look at this 20-or-so page journal of ‘The 
Men’s Movement of the 90’s”, our particular 
issue focusing on Men and Dance. We opened 
to an article with photographs of white men 
skipping in circles around campfires and cap- 
tions that demanded to know “Who says 
white men can’t dance?” There were men’s 
retreats in the woods. drumming advertise- 
ments, and a classified offering a poster of 
“Penises of the Animal Kingdom — great for 
home or office” that sent us into hysterical 
laughter which slowly became a glazed-over 
stare of disbelief. We went through the paper 
line by line, not quite willing to comprehend 
that these white boys were out tuning stolen 
Native American ritual and tradition into this 
farting. burping. and bonding which they 
were calling the pursuit of male liberation. 

Our initial response tothe men’s move- 
ment was a common one, for obvious rea- 
sons: the idea ofa bunch ofhalf naked business 
men beating on drums in sweaty clouds of 
sage smoke forcommunion with their fathers 
or Wild Men — or whatever — is a concept 
both ridiculous and hilarious. When I could 
stop rolling my eyes and snorting for a few 
minutes, I began to realize that its actuality is 
a very dangerous one. The concept of men’s 
liberation is as ridiculous as the concepts of 
reverse discrimination and heterosexual pride 
rallies, but we would not deny the serious 
consequences of David Duke’s National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of White 
People or the recent emergence of Straight 
Pride Days onthe UMass Campus. The men’s 

movement must be seen in the context of the 
conservative political backlash of the 1990's: 
as reasserting and defending the dominance 
of White Capitalist Patriarchy. 

Not all sectors of the men’s movement 
are so obviously subjected to political critique 
as the wrestling, back-slapping, penis-size 
comparing. locker room rituals that we found 
in the columns of Wingspan . Knowing as 
feminists that if our political movements are 
to be successful. men must begin to divest 
themselves of male privilege and start chang- 
ing their behavior, many women have been 
willing to see the men’s liberation movement 
as progress. I believe that we must look past 
the outward guises of liberal process to the 
masculinist ideologies which are at the 
foundation of the men’s movement. for what 


underlies the rhetoric of “men’s pain” is the 
same old racist imperialist misogynist trash 
that we’ve been hearing for 3,000 years. 

The men’s movement of the 1970's 
may have been closer to what some women 
had hoped for. It emerged as a descendant of 
the women’s and lesbian/gay liberation 
movements, with an initial commitment to 
the exploration of altemative forms of mas- 
culinity with a pro-feminist analysis. Having 
found its genesis and model in liberal femi- 
nism, men’s movement inherited current 
feminist agendas and fundamental concerns 
such as reproductive rights for women, 
fighting violence against women, comparable 
worth, as well as acommitmenttochallenging 
sex-role stereotypes. From the political 
movements which were its predecessors, it 
adopted the process of consciousness-raising. 
linking the personal experiences of men to 
larger issues of sexism and heterosexism. and 
in some cases, racism. 

This pro-feminist men’s movement, 
which some claim to be The Real Men’s 
Movement, is hardiy anywhere to be found 
these days. What has replaced it would be 
something more along the lines of a liberal 
good-old-boys network in a sweatlodge. De- 
mographically, the movement continues to 
be over 90% white, consisting of predomi- 
nantly college educated, 35+ years old, middle 
and upper-middle class men and has, not 
surprisingly, turned out to be a largely intel- 
lectual and personal psychological endeavor 
which has for the most part, lost touch with its 
activist, pro-feminist roots. With regard to 
the promises of the men’s movement to 
confront issues of power and domination 
between men, between women and men, and 
between men andchildren, Michael Shiffman 
has observed that “‘as a movement composed 
of those in power it is unique in its partici- 
pants’ critical reflection of their positions of 
dominance and struggles in changing both 
themselves and the institutions and structures 
of their society. Will it form a set of radical 
social practices, or will it travel down the 
liberal abyss?” 

The liberal abyss indeed. 

What many would consider to be the 
“ood” sector of the men’s movement fo- 
cuses primarily on men’s pain and hurt in an 
extremely depoliticized and highly individu- 
alized fashion. Far from being men who are 
working toward critical self-awareness re- 
garding their power and privilege, they have 
spent a great deal of time and energy proving 
that men are oppressed asa group. Anissue of 
the journal MEN dedicates an entire issue to 
men’s oppression and men’s liberation, de- 
tailing the many ways in which men are hurt, 
denied, discounted, and unappreciated in the 
u.s., without any discussion of the political 
responsibility and power men have with re- 
gard to the structuring of this society. The 
source of their oppression being as ambigu- 
ous and vast as “‘society’’, author John Irwin 
implies that (white) men are oppressed on a 
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oppressed people in the world. And that they 
are hurt by “society” to such an extent that 
they are no longer fully accountable for their 
own violent behavior. While the men’s 
movement discusses victimized men’s pain 
and isolation at great length, it does not dis- 
cuss ‘‘men’s issues” of gay bashing and the 
sexual abuse of male children; it also does not 
address the need to deal with male perpetra- 
tors of this abuse in any significant way. 

Ina classically acontextual discussion 
of rape, one journal published the letter of a 
man talking about his experience of being 
raped. Paul White wrote into MEN saying that 
what really helped him to heal as a rape 
survivor was seeing “the person (i.e. the man 
who raped him) behind the oppressive patterns 
as someone who “just really wanted to be 
close.” f wonderhow many women are willing 
to see the men who raped them in this way. 
White went on to recount the story of another 
male victim of rape who said that he had been 
raped several times “while seeking close- 
ness”: “He spoke of feeling so isolated that 
he’d put up with the pain to get the scraps of 
closeness that sometimes came with [being 
raped]."’ The assumptions made in these 
statements aside, the discussion of rape with 
a focus on adult male victims represents a 
serious distortion of reality when we consider 
that a statistically miniscule percentage of 
rape victims are male. 

Mencoming to these conclusions about 
rape has critical implications for the hun- 
dreds of thousands of women who are raped 
by menevery year; White’scommentsare the 
men’s movement’s version of “she wanted 
it.’ The conceptualization of rape as an 
inadequate yet understandable attemptto gain 
closeness directly legitimates men raping 
anyone with whom they desire an intimate 
relationship, including their children. Men’s 
movement rhetoric which characterizes rape 
as oppressive “behavior patterns” paired with 
the implication that victims want to be raped 
because they need closeness would make it 
appear as if both victim and rapist suffer 
equally and are equally at fault for the “rape 
incident.” 

As it turns out, that is precisely what 
they want us to believe. This type of thinking 
is especially supported by RC. a form of co- 
counselling becoming increasingly popular 
in the u.s., in which,— to my extreme dis- 
may— many participants are women. In a 
section of an RC journal entitled “Men and 
Women as Allies,” Diane Basler writes that 
“Sexism degrades men. . . to degrade your 
partner in any way degrades yourself more 
than it degrades the victim.” When this type 
of “processing” is being supported by the 
feminist community as being healing and 
progressive, we have a very much more seri- 
ous problem than simply dealing with anti- 


Continued on page 4 


A Chronicle of Feminist 
Thought and Action 


Are you interested in learning 
about feminist journalism, 
desktop publishing, advertising, 
bookkeeping, or graphic 
design?Call the Valley Women's 
Voice at 545-2436. We're looking 
for self-motivated 
undergrad feminists with a 
sense of humor. Having your own 
opinions is necessary; 
experience isn't. We will train 
you. 


CALL US! 
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ber must be enclosed with all materials so that 
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iscuss any necessary editon ges. ; ae 
ee biberaphiel Sciemient is also ap- print SUSU ea ae ana at 
preciated. An author who does not wish her interestto women. Lis cee oe eee 
name to be printed should indicate this when be kept to 5 fines in Sa een 
submitting items. Please enclose a SASE if edited to fit space eorist n Br ees ee 
you would like materials retumedto you. The ments for non-profit coal Mantes 
decision to print materials is made collectively. give preference and additional sp 
and all major editorial changes are made in js available. 
conjunction with the author. However, we 
reserve the right to make minor editorial 
corrections to submissions for purposes of 
clarity and space constraints. Although we 
cannot afford to pay contributors, we do send 
a complimentary copy of the issue in which 
your item appears. 


credits Policy Statement 


The Valley Women’s Voice would like to 


The Valley Women's Voice, a monthly 
feminist newsjoumal. welcomes women’s 
writings. poetry. graphics, and photography 
that reflect a feminist commitment to the 
empowerment of all women. The Voice 
provides a forum for women to share chal- 
lenging and controversial ideas. We aim to 
communicate and strengthen bonds between 
women by making them visible in our pages. 


E. E. LaBarbera-Twarog 


J.C. Tibbo 


Kari-Ann Hey 


We request that Calendar listings provide 
the following information: name. date, time. 
and location of the event: cost of attending the 
event (sliding scale? work exchange?). the 
sponsor of the eventand recipient of proceeds, 
if any; a statment about accessibility for 
disabled women (wheelchairaccessible? ASL 
interpreted?); a phone number where inquines 
may be directed. 


Carol McMaster 


| The Valley Women’s Voice is produced on 

a collective. consensus, volunteer basis by a 
group of feminists. We do not agree with all 
opinions expressed in the Voice by indi- 
vidual authors, but we accept responsibility 
for choosing to print everything in the paper. 


Jami Porter-Lara 


Suzy Herring 


Send submissions to: Valley Women’s 
Voice. 321 Student Union Building, Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. 
If you have ideas for future articles, or are not 
sure how your particular interests and talents 

The Valley Women's Voice welcomes may add to the paper, call us and let’s discuss 
letters, essays, narratives. interviews. the possibilities. Our number is (413)545- 
newsbriefs, poems, short stories. cartoons, 2436. 
graphics, and photographs. Written submis- 
sions should be 3 to 5 pages typed, double 
spaced. Your namie. address, and phone num- 


Sharon Herbert 


CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES 


Individuals and organizations may request 
that a photograph be printed along with a 
Calendar listing. A nominal fee is charged to 
cover printing costs. Only black-and-white 
photographs can be accepted. Due to space 
constraints, we may not be able to accept all 
photographs for publication. and preference 
will be given to non-profit organizations. 


Helen Anglos 


Alice Stanislawski 


Sarah McKellar Davis CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENT 


Special Thanks to the following 
in the Collegian Graphics Dept. 
for production help: 
Mike, Seth and Blake. 


Letter to the Community 


On August 26, Rosebud Abigail 
Denovo was fatally shot and killed by Oak- 
land police officer Craig Chew. Denovo, a 19 
year-old political activist living in the Ber- 
keley area was shot four times for entering the 
University of California Chancellor's mansion 
with a machete, despite the fact that she had 
not used it. As a homeless woman. Denovo 
had been active in fighting for access to the 
People’s Park, a piece of land where many 
homeless people lived, upon which UC Ber- 
keley had recently built volleyball courts. 

Local activists are saying she was mur- 


4 times. 

Mainstream media and the many sup- 
porters of Chew have attempted to justify her 
death by citing her history of psychiatric care, 
her previous arrest record, and the fact that 
she was homeless. Yet another time we wit- 
ness the attempt to make expendable the lives 
of psychiatric survivors, the homeless , the 
poor, and especially those who dare to en- 
gage in political activism against the state. 
We must not make the mistake of accepting 
the rationalizations which were offered for 
this murder because it is more palatable or 
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dered by the police, calling it the Death Pen- 
alty for trespassing. They say that Craig Chew, 
the officer sent in to find the ‘“‘alleged tres- 
passer,” not coincidentally. had been sus- 
pended from the police force in recent years 
for being “trigger-happy.” There is no con- 
ceivable reason why he should have shot her 
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Individual and Family Therapy 


comfortable to believe that there is some 
logical order behind police brutality. The 
same rationalizations will be offered each 
time someone is killed. Rosebud Abigail 
Denovo could have been any one of us — we 
cannot afford to let state violence go 
unprotested. 


Amherst Carriage Shops ¢ 549-1256 
122 Main St., Northampton ¢ 584-9441 


Serving the Community since 1973. 
Airline tickets, resorts, and now 
The Ivy House Bed and Breakfast (549-7554) 
for out-of-town guests. 


NEWSBRIEFS 


NATIONAL 


NATIONAL WOMEN’S AGENDA 
1992: Sixteen national women’s organiza- 
tions have created funding for a public radio 
program titled “National Women’s Agenda 
1992: What Women Want and How They 
Plan to Win It”. Members of the Congres- 
sional Caucus for Women’s Issues and po- 
litical activists from national women’s orga- 
nizations are among the program’s partici- 
pants. The Agenda represents the political 
priorities of 80 women's organizations and 
their 10 million grassroots membersall across 
the U.S. Among the many issues to be dis- 
cussed are civil rights and the ERA, family 
and medical leave, universal health care and 
expanded research on women’s health, vio- 
lence against women, economic and educa- 
tional equity. The program will air on non- 
commercial radio stations nation-wide at lo- 
cally determined times before November 5. 
(Activists Mailing List, 8-28-92) 


CLINTON LEFT AND RIGHT: In 
an August [3th speech to 2.000 business 
leaders in Los Angeles, Bill Clinton tried to 
woo the political right wing by talking tough 
about U.S. intervention in other countries. He 
accused Bush of having “coddled Iraq” and 
of not being aggressive enough in separating 
the Ukraine and the Baltics from the USSR. 
Clinton proposed using air power (a/k/a 
bombing) to restore order in Yugoslavia. He 
also said, “I think the Bush administration 
has missed a big opportunity to put the ham- 
mer down on Fide! Castro.” In the Far East, 
Clinton wants to see a Radio Free Asia that 
would broadcast counter-revolutionary pro- 
grams 24 hours a day into China. Laos, 
Vietnam and People’s Korea. He vowed to 
maintain U.S. military bases in Europe and 
Asia. One member of Clinton’s rich white 
audience. CEO James Salloway, said of the 
governor. “I can live with him as president. 
And that surprises me because I’ mto the right 
of Marie Antoinette.” Apparently. so is 
Clinton when he needs to be. (Workers World 
Service, 8-25-92) 


NUCLEAR BOMB TESTS AND 
EARTHQUAKES: On June 19, 1992, the 
U.S. conducted a nuclear bomb test under- 
ground in Nevada anda second test four days 
later. Three days after the second test. a series 
of earthquakes hit the Mojave desert. 176 
miles to the southin California. These quakes 
registered as hi gh as 7.6 on the Richter scale 
and another quake of 5.6 hit Nevada only a 
day later, less than 20 miles from nuclear 
bomb test site. On July 14, the Department of 
Energy, respondingto concern about the bomb 
tests and the earthquakes that followed, as- 
serted that there is no relationship between 
nuclear testing and earthquakes. However in 
the late 1970s. Japanese scientists and Ger- 
man and British geophysicists, in separate 
studies. linked nuclear bomb testing to seis- 
mic activity. A 1989 study by Canadian ge- 
ography professor Gary T. Whiteford re- 
vealed that the rate of earthquakes registering 
higher than 5.8 has doubled since nuclear 
testing began. Between 1950 and 1988, there 
has been an average of 127 earthquakes 
(higher than 5.8) per year. In the first half of 
this century. the average was 68 per year. 
Whiteford also found that some earthquakes 
corresponded to specific nuclear test dates 
and sitesand said this does not“... support the 
easy and comforting explanation of pure 
coincidence.” (War & Peace Digest, Activists 
Mailing List. 8-23-92) 


INTERNATIONAL 


U.S. CONCENTRATION CAMP 
FOR HAITIANS: There are 233 HIV- 
positive Haitian refugees along with 61 of 
their family members being held at Camp 
Bulkeley in U.S.-occupied Guantanamo Bay 
in Cuba. These prisoners were among 37,000 
tefugees detained by the Coast Guard and 
brought to Guantanamo Bay. The camp has 
been called “the first mass isolation facility 
for HIV-positive people organized by the 
U.S. government’, The Haitians are being 
held there behind armed guards and barbed 
wire. They are not allowed to make phone 
calls and their letters are read and censored 
before being mailed. Journalists and lawyers 
are not allowed in the area. The conditions at 
the camp were revealed in a July 27 letter to 
the National Coalition for Haitian Refugees. 
The letter, written by all 294 prisoners, was 
smuggled out of Guantanamo Bay. When 20 
Haitians tried to leave the camp they were 
arrested and the prisoners staged a protest. 
The following day the camp was surrounded 
by 2,000 armed soldiers with batons. Protest- 
ers have been hosed down and jailed and had 
their food rations cut. There have also been 
allegations of rape. New facilities are being 
built at the camp which would indicate that 
the U.S. plans to hold the Haitian prisoners 
indefinitely. (Workers World Service, 8-30- 
92) 


WOMEN REPORTEDAS SEXUAL 
SLAVES IN SERBIAN CAMPS: A bulle- 
tin sent from the Sisterhood is Global Insti- 
tute atthe University of Waikato, New Zealand 
sends news of August 11 stating they have 
received reports of Serbs holding women as, 
sexual slaves in what they call “comfort 
camps’. The whole situation regarding female 
sexual slavery in conditions of war is not 
addressed by the Geneva conventions. The 
Institute wrote that representatives of the 
Serbian leadership should be challenged and 
explanations sought in countries where they 
remain as foreign representatives. (The Sis- 
terhood is Global Institute, Dept. of Politics, 
University of Waikato, Private Bag Hamilton, 
New Zealand) 


CHILE’S AIDS PREVENTION 
CAMPAIGN BANNED: One of Chile’s 
largest television companies, Megavision, 
has refused to broadcast the third stage of the 
Chilean government’s campaign for AIDS 
prevention because it does not adhere to the 
Catholic Church’s doctrine against contra- 
ceptives. Earlierthis year, the second stage of 
the campaign was also banned by both 
Megavision and the Catholic University 
channel. The Archbishop of San Bernardo 
stated that “all contraceptives are evil, sinful 
and against the word of God. . .You cannot 
attack one immorality with one more im- 
moral still. . .” The banned third stage actu- 
ally shows an evil, sinful, immoral 
condom.(Nicaragua Solidarity Network, 
Activists Mailing List, 8-31-92) 


OPPRESSION AND MURDER OF 
GAY MEN IN MEXICO: Mexican gay 
groups have requested that Amnesty Inter- 
national take up the case of two gay men 
arrested in connection with a string of mur- 
ders of AIDS workers in Chiapa. The men are 
being held without evidence and another gay 
activist was murdered while the two were in 
custody. Over the past year, 13 gay men and 
9 prostitutes have been murdered in Chiapa. 
Other have recently been murdered in Oaxaca, 
Mexico City and Guadalajara. Activist groups 
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have demanded that the National Commision 
on Human Rights investigate the “systematic 
and often silent genocide suffered by the gay 
and lesbian population of the country”. 
(Nicaragua Solidarity Network, Activists 
Mailing List, 8-30-92) 


REFORMED PENAL CODE 
CRIMINALIZES HOMOSEXUALITY: 
A package of proposed reforms to the Nica- 
raguan Penal Code has been ratified by Presi- 
dent Chamorro. The reform includes an 
amendment to Article 205 which could result 
in the imprisonment and prosecution of gay 
men and lesbians and their allies. Article 205 
States that sodomy will be punishable by 1-3 
years imprisonment and that if one of the 
people engaging in sexual intercourse is in a 
position of authority over the other person, 
he/she will be punished with 2-4 years im- 
prisonment forunlawful seduction. Although 
the reforms were ratified by President 
Chamorro on July 8th, the ratification was 
not made public until early August. The of- 
ficial diary La Gaceta has not published the 
new legislation. (Activists Mailing List, 8- 
24-92) 


TAX-FREE ZONES IN DOMINI- 
CAN REPUBLIC: Currently there are 400 
companies and 140,000 jobs in 23 tax-free 
industrial complexes in the Dominican Re- 
public. Women account for 70% of workers 
in the Tax Free Zone and 30% of these 
women are from rural areas. They are paid 14 
times less than a U.S. worker gets for the 
same job. Companies avoid paying for health 
care and refuse to follow health and safety 
regulations. Unionizers encounter company 
fear tactics and specific sexual harassment of 
women organizers. Today, due to the efforts 
of organizers like Secretary General Mayra 
Jiminez of the United Federation of Workers, 
there are 40 labor unions in the Dominican 
Republic. Jiminez explains that there is still 
an average of 25 lay-offs per day as compa- 
nies try to get rid of workers who want to 
organize. In 1987 the country was almost 
sanctioned for violating human rights and 
workers’ right to organize.(Workers World 
Service, 8-21-92) 


BEHIND THE FAMINE IN SOMA- 
LIA: The U.S. is not without its role in the 
current famine which is causing suffering 
and death in Somalia. Somalia’s territorial 
dispute with neighboring Ethiopia was ex- 
ploited by the Carter administration in 1977 
when it seemed there was a chance for co- 
operation between the two then socialist 
countries. The U.S. offered Somalia arms and 
money for an attack on Ethiopia, an attack 
which took place only months later. Saudi 
Arabia then offered Somalia $500 million in 
aid. The Somali invasion ended in 1978 but 
border skirmishes and funding from Wash- 
ington keep the military going for years. Last 
year, the socialist regime in Ethiopia was 
overthrown and consequently, the U.S. lost 
its interst in Somalia. The Somali army 
fragmented into warring bands, which are 
now reportedly terrorizing starving 
civilians.(Workers World Service, 8-21-92) 


RAGING DIGGERS ATTACK . 


BIO-TECHNOLOGY: During the weekend 
of July 27th, an activist group calling itself 
the Raging Diggers destroyed three fields of 
genetically manipulated plants in the Nether- 
lands. The attacks caused tens of thousands 
of dollars worth of damage as well as setting 
back the genetic tests by 1-2 years. The Rag- 
ing Diggers defended their action by saying, 
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“Resistance - in whatever form - to biotech- 


nology is not only necessary, it is also legiti- 
mate. And you don’t have to be an expert to 
use a shovel.” The group is concerned about 
the increasing amount of control multi-na- 
tional corporations are gaining over food 
production through biotechnology. Biotech- 
nology reduces corporations’ dependence on 
local resources which makes possible com- 
plete artificial food production and increas- 
ing dependence of local populations on the 
products of multi-nationals.(Autonome Fo- 
rum, Activists Mailing List, 8-24-92) 


LITERACY FOR THIRD WORLD 
WOMEN: The International Women’s De- 
velopment Agency (IWDA), a private aid 
and development agency, has been working 
with women around the world for education 
and human rights. The projects sponsored by 
IWDA are created and managed by womenin 
the communities themselves. Casa Sofia, a 
center for women who live in the shanty 
towns of Santiago, Chile, has been providing 
adult education and literacy programs. The 
coordinators developed a manual as a guide 
for reading and writing which is now used in 
27 countries. Women between 22 and 63 
years of age have learned to read at Casa 
Sofia. Another women’s center was set up by 
IWDA in the Afghan refugee camps in Paki- 
stan. Since 1989, more than 400 Afghan 
women have participated in the literacy 
courses and there is now a waiting list of 200. 
The literacy courses have encouraged many 
teenagers to continue their education in pri- 
mary school. In the Philippines, IWDA helped 
to fund the training of teachers and parents for 
a health and preschool education program. 
Parents, children and workers have partici- 
pated in workshops on nutrition, domestic 
violence and gender issues. IWDA spends 
91% of its annual budget on women’s projects 
like these and has funded over 150 projects 
since 1985.(Activists Mailing List, 8-21-92) 


VICTORY FOR WOMEN GAR- 
MENT WORKERS IN AUSTRALIA: 
Seventy-five women workers at the Midford- 
Paramount clothing factory have received 
$400,000 in superannuation and retrenchment 
entitlements. The women had been picketing 
the factory and the bad publicity resulted ina 
boycott called for by the Labour Council and 
NSW Trades. The company also lost over $1 
million in sales when a group of Catholic 
schools canceled their orders. Owned by the 
Gazal Corporation, Midford-Paramount had 
been transferred to a Gazal subsidiary. Zallag 
Holdings. Gazal however continued to main- 
tain ownership of all stock, equipment and 
the Midford label. When Zallag went ino 
liquidation, Gazal refused to accept responsi- 
bility for meeting the redundancy provisions 
of its workers. One of the picketing workers. 
a woman named Helen said, “We were treated 
like animals inside that factory. . .but we 
stood up to them, and look what we've 
achieved."(Activists Mailing List, 8-15-92) 
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On Being the Second Generation 


by Stephanie Hill 


Stephanie Hill is a 15 vear ald lesbian 
living in Northampton. 

When | was very young. knowing 
no'hing outside my own small six-year-old 
world. TP never felt anything “strange” about 


having a lesbian mother and sharing our 


home with her lover. The knowledge that I 
Might not want to share cis information with 
allof my playmates did not make me nervous, 
and certainly T was never forbidden to talk 
sibout my family. 
But my mother. trying to explain what 
closed-mindedness could do, made me un- 
derstand that we must retain secrecy from my 
father (they had separated when I was a 
baby), so we referred to her lover as a friend 
and roommate during his weekly visits. Soon 
he discovered the real situation. however. For 
the first time. I was subjected. indirectly. to 
the prejudiced wrath of someone who had 
been taught by society to hate a life he did not 
understand. Briefly. he threatened a custody 
battle. Children have an uncanny ability to 
sense anything going badly in their home. I 
had never had to fear my father before. 


Isuspect it was then that the first bits of 
resentment began to grow within me, resent- 
ment for the knowledge that my life was 
different from my peers’ and therefore. to 
some. contemptible: and resentment because 
an extra person in the house carried the posi- 
tron of authority that had once belonged only 
to my mother—and. worse, shared a place in 
her atfections. What had once been unques- 
tioning acceptance changed. over the years. 
into smofdering anger. When the typical early 
adolescent mother-conflicts came. they were 
no doubt magnified by the fact that I did not 
accept her lifestyle or her choice of partner. 
My home situation became a guarded secret 
from all but my closest friends, and I would 
worry. whenever my mother played feminist 
music. that the neighbors might hear. 

Over this past year. however, I came 
out asa lesbian—intermally. Fora full twelve 
months. including all of tenth grade. I tried to 
hide from this growing knowledge. Perhaps. 
having seen early in life how society—in- 
cluding someone as close to me as my own 
father—can condemn homosexuals. I had 


been given an early message that would sur- 
face years later to te!l me to stay away from 
this life. Sol resisted. 1 denied. but finally one 
day I decided not to fight anymore. That 
realization was accompanied by great relief. 
I made my own copies of the old tapes and 
records—Meg Christian. Alix Dobkin, Lucie 
Blue Tremblay—and I listen to them differ- 
ently now. Iam no longer bound by my own 
ingrown resentment. to hate. 

But my mother does not know of this 
change. I am guaranteed support. and still I 
am not ready to confide in her yet. Part of the 
cause of this reluctance is that I want to wait 
until I am truly comfortable with my own 
sexuality—less than two months have elapsed 
since I began to deal with being a lesbian on 
my own. But there is another cause of my 
hesitance. I can speak for many daughters 
when I say that we recognize the time to grow 
away from being solely a daughter into be- 
coming a person defined only by ourselves, 
not by others and especially not by our moth- 
ers. who are in many ways the closest to us. 
We must move away from our mothers to 


become women. Once we have done that. 
perhaps the bond will be reaffirmed inanew 
way: it is the first moving apart. difficult for 
both generations. that makes this possible. 

“‘Tlove my mother. but do not—nor do 
I want to—see myself as the same person she 
is. This one new parallel between our lives 
does not necessarily bring new parallels, at 
leastnot yet. Some of my reluctance to accept 
myself over the past year can probably be 
traced to my wish to grow away from her: J 
did not want to see any connection between 
my life and my mother’s. And although Tam 
now comfortable with the idea. I am going to 
wait to talk to her until Iam sure she won’t 
think that I will automatically follow in her 
footsteps. I am just beginning to define my- 
self as a person. both for myself and for the 
world surrounding me, and I want her to 
know that, going in similar directions, we can 
take different paths. Soon, once I am confi- 
dent of where I’m headed, I will be able to talk 
to my mother. Then] will be able to begin my 
life not only as a daughter, not even as a 
daughter and as a lesbian, but simply as a 
woman. 


Menergy and Misogyny 
continued from page 1 


feminist sentiment. 

When they do not see feminists as the 
source of their oppression, men in this move- 
ment describe themselves as ‘oppressed by 
the same kinds of social conditioning that 
feminists have rightly rejected for women.” 
seeing themselves as victims of sex-role ste- 
reotyping inthe same capacity as women are, 
in an attempt at leveling the power structure 
of oppression to where we are all. male and 
female. Black and White. equally victimized. 
Power imbalances between the sexes are re- 
duced to the issue of difference: biologically. 
we each have different psychic needs, ar- 
chetypes.emotional temperaments. skills.and 
connections to our mothers. From this per- 
spective. there is no irony in 500 white 
privileged guys joining hands to sing “Amaz- 
ing Grace™ in pursuit of male liberation. 

While it is unquestionably the case that 
it is difficult. even impossible. for men in 
patriarchal society to be psychically healthy 
and whole. characterizing the cause of that 
“hurt” as oppression works more toward 
maintaining male privilege than itdoes toward 
liberation. Were men truly invested in lib- 
eration, they would have realized that freedom 
would entail the dismantling of the hierarchies 
of power in which they are heavily invested, 
rather than seeking the liscence to do as they 
like. When men complain about being op- 
pressed by the “hegemony” of feminism. the 
“freedom” they seek is the freedom from 
expectations. freedom from responsibility, 
and freedom from restraint. 

The appropriation of liberation struggle 
by race and class privileged males is asmoke 
sereen to obscure the distinctions of how 
domination is socially constructed. If white 
meniare victims. then the nature of oppression 
becomes immediately elusive: when every- 
one can be equally oppressed. oppression 
seems more like the human condition and less 
like a constructed hierarchy of power with 
specifie benefactors. The loosening defini- 
tions of oppression function to obscure fun- 
damental differences and water down radical 
political analyses: blunting the critical tools 
of revolution. Disappearing the distinction 
between oppressor and oppressed is a pow- 
erful device of the oppressors for keeping 
themselves intact. Rather than destroying us, 


they can simply destroy our clarity. 

The North American Confederation of 
Men’s Councils claims to be a non-hierar- 
chical. non-exclusive support group which 
does not attempt to speak for all men. It. like 
much of the movement. appropriates the 
language of difference and the grassroots 
models of organization developed by op- 
pressed peoples world-wide. for itself. an 
organization of the most privileged class of 
men in the world. Men gather. talk about 
themselves as a collective. talk about their 
differences. talk about “liberation” from male 
stereotypes: and go on to talk about “killing 
the female. the feminine in themselves to 
receive the rites of initiation into manhood.” 
The men’s movement has ceased to be about 
liberation yet retains the language of libera- 
tion. Rich white men search for their freedom. 
describing themselves as being on the fringes 
of acceptability, treading the boundaries. the 
most distant shores of the mainstream. In 
pursuit of masculinity, they are the self-de- 
scribed renegades. the revolutionaries of the 
90°s. The movement purports to have an 
investment in progressive politics — envi- 
ronmentalism. democracy, etc.. but its 
philosophical and popular bases lend them- 
selves more readily to fascism than they ever 
will to liberalism. much less liberation. 

Talk of multiculturalism and “differ- 
ence” and “diversity” abounds, in an attempt 
to mask the homogeneity of the race, class, 
and educational backgrounds of the men’s 
movement. Attendants and organizers of 
men’s events often talk at length about the 
diversity of men present from “all over the 
English-speaking world.” remarking that “not 
even long distances” could stop men from 
attending, and that “adding to the ethnic di- 
versity were the exquisite Indian vegetarian 
meals. ..**Thiscan be interpreted as “everyone 
is white. but there was great ethnic diversity 
because of the catering.” 

The exploration ofman-centeredness.” 
“menergy. and “men-only spaces” by white 
heterosexual. economically privileged men 
is at least unsettling. when it is taken out of 
context from an analysis/critique of patriar- 
chy. white supremacy. and colonialism. Out- 
side of a politic and activism which continu- 
ously deconstruct and challenge male partici- 
pation in these systems of domination. the 
men’s movement is nothing more than a 
mystic men’s club. It does not constitute a 


departure from this country’s extensive his- 
tory of mystic brotherhoods with elaborate 
initiation rituals, but is rather, as an urban 
middle class phenomenon, consistent with 
that history. 

W.S. Harwood estimated in the North 
American Review that as many as one in five 
men belong to at least one of the nation’s 
70.000 fraternal lodges, such as the Odd 
Fellows, Freemasons, and Knights of Co- 
lumbus. Some believe that this estimate is 
extremely conservative, hypothesizing it is 
more probable that at Jeast one in three white 
men holds membership in a mystic brother- 
hood. Men’s movement leaders see them- 
selves as rightfully connected to this legacy. 
asserting that the development of male 
spirituality is under attack by the mainstream. 
John Weir Perry, a men’s movement leader, 
writes that “given the antipathy and fear of 
transformative ritual process, it’s not sur- 
prising that men in the U.S. formed many 
secret societies. like the Masons, to contain 
their work and wall it off from the dominant 
culture. There is a value in secrecy for men 
preserving for themselves the secret dimen- 
sion of their work together.” What is unac- 
knowledged here is that mystic brotherhoods 
are the dominant culture. Considering that at 
least 20 to 30 percent of all american men 
(and a much higher percentage of white men) 
belong to mystic brotherhoods. it is clear that 
these men’s clubs are not anything new — 
they have been around fora long, long time, 
and they are buttressing, ratherthan subverting 
or challenging the status quo. The reality of 
these secret societies is very frightening. for 
“the secret dimension of their work together" 
has been connected to ritual sexual abuse and 
is steeped in racism, anti-semitism, and mi- 
sogyny (Lesbian Ethics 4:3), The membership 
of brotherhoods suchas the Freemasons is far 
ranging. nationwide and internationally, and 
includes many among the political and eco- 


nomic ruling classes of this country. The 


men's movement cannot be seen, in the con- 


text of this many centuries-old tradition of 
rich, white “men gathering” on this conti- 
hent, as anything other than dangerous to 
people who are not white wealthy and male 
; Although it was once grounded in 4 
feminist critique, the “new” men’s move- 
ment attaches itself to no particular strain of 
political thought. focusing less on patriarch 
or male privilege than on the pursuit psa 


ture masculinity”; working less on sexist 
oppression and violence against women than 
onthe problem of “soft men” emasculated by 
the “feminization of america.”” A movement 
which started out pro-feminist has become 
distinctly anti-feminist, racist, and reaction- 
ary. but retains the outward manifestations 
and language of a feminist process. It has 
emerged, some say, in order to combat the 
“hegemony” of feminism, of feminists. 

There are different philosophical and 
psychological strains within the contemporary 
men’s movement, most of which return to the 
fundamental principle of archetypal mascu- 
linity. They feel the need to “reclaim their 
masculine voice.” which has been silenced 
[according to Robert Bly] by “the feminiza- 
tion of American culture as a result of the 
women’s movement.” Our wives and children 
don’t see out innate humanity, our beauty. 
our essence as men,” wrote Forrest Craver. 

Some say that the need for the move- 
menthas to do with feminism and men needing 
to retreat from strong women. In fact. there is 
an extraordinary amount of talk about the 
“strength” of women from various movement 
leaders. to the point that women’s strength 
gets talked about as anew feminist hegemony 
responsible for the demoraliztion and 
demonization of men. We find that White 
men are fighting the dogmas of dominant 
culture (which they see to be espousing the 
feminist line) for their freedom. for male 
liberation. 

Many in the men’s movement seek the 
realization of their lost masculinity within the 
psychoanalytic archetypes first outlined by 
Carl Jung. As these well-to-do Anglo men 
strive to lay the cause of their alienation from 
Society at the feet of women and female 
strength, they find it useful to enact the de- 
struction of the female within themselves. as 
Well as the discovery of their inner “Wild 
Man”. This last archetype invariably bears a 
strong resemblance to storybook images of 
Native American men. In the next part of this 
series, I will explore the ways in which the 
white men’s movement appropriates Native 
American ritual tradition with barely a nod to 
the living cultures which they find so useful 
In their struggle for liberation. 

To be continued next month. 
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by Peg Aloi 


The Mother of 
‘ ANT 
This month: Po 


a revie 7 
Hopman’ s Tre ew of Ellen 


fruits, i ge a iota 
N » “Fees and Mom, 
No, I wasn’t on vacati 
as Just Out of town during 
Baningtont eae” he 
heii i : I es one in Laurel. Mary- 
*). pe the summer has been good to 
everyone. Complain about the rain if you 
Sieve lack of sun are 
gs of the crops (like 
Strawberries. apples and grapes). 

However. some farmers have had 
problems with particular plants this season, 
like peppers, and now tomatoes—my mother, 
Evety time I speak with her on the phone. 
mentions how she can’t believe the tomatoes 
aren’ tripe yet: “We've always had ripe toma- 
toes in July!” Listen to your mother; she may 
be your only reference point for the time 
before global warming (but don’t let her kid 
you about polyester). 

Speaking of Mom, I have come to re- 
alize that my pagan proclivities, despite my 
being raised (albeit casually) as a Catholic, 
were in some part due to my early contact 
with plants. Mom wasn’t a botanist (though 
my sister is): she was simply frugal. This 
meant growing vegetables to eat, andcanning 
them for the winter. My family’s first big 
garden was about thirty miles from our house, 
just over the New York State line in Bentley 
Creek. Pennsylvania. When that property was 
sold, my parents acquired a garden plot near 


on this summer. 
VWV’s deadline 
ring near Great 


Iw 


the river. closer to home. Now, in their yard 
there are a few tomato plants, peppers. black 
raspberry bushes, squash, a worm-eaten apple 
tree, and a quince bush (though I've never 
seen anyone eat the fruit from this). 


We also journeyed to the countryside | 


to pick various fruits so Mom could make jam 
or pies. The cellar shelves held, over the 
years, homemade strawberry jam, blackberry 
jam, currant jelly, peach jam (my favorite), 
mince 2at. pickles (I left the house for the 
making of those smelly things). tomato sauce, 
and some other things I can vaguely remem- 
ber in their dusty Mason jars. 

I can also remember day-long excur- 
sions to a mountain that had an abundance of 
mosquitoes. blinding sun, and blueberries (in 


* The Witch's Bookshelf 


that order). 1 remember shelling hickory nuts, 
and walnuts, that we'd scooped up from be- 
neath tall trees somewhere on a dirt road in 
Pennsylvania. Picking apples, New York's 
finest crop: Macintosh, Cortlands, Spys. 
Jonathons. Empires. Pippins, Ida Reds. Red 
Delicious. Golden Delicious! And cherries, 
near Lukes Seneca and Cayuga. And driving 
past the Finger Lakes wineries and vineyards 
during grape harvest. Gathering bittersweet 
in November, pussy willows in March. wild 
strawberries in June. 

There is a sprawling rock garden in my 
parents’ yard, twenty years it’s been there. 
overgrown in some spots with perennials (or 
is it annuals? I always get those terms mixed 
up, 
but 
you 
know 
what I 
mean) 
that 


dium of information about a variety of com- 
mon North American trees, sharing secrets 
that are both mundane and magical. 

The nature of trees is powerful and 
mysterious. Their sheer vastness and vener- 
ability distinguishthem from smaller, younger 
flora. Druids, the ancient European sect of 
priests. constructed an entire religious sys- 
tem upon the worship of trees. Native Ameri- 
can mythologies contain numerous references 
to trees and forests. Contemporary practitio- 
ners of the earth religions (you and me) 
continue to bestow reverence and respect 
upon these most crucial of our natural re- 
sources. This book offers some fundamentals 
for those wanting to gain a more profound 
understanding of the im- 
pact of trees on human 
existence. 

Tree Medicine, 
Tree Magic begins with 
some basic methods of 
herbal medicine, includ- 


seem 
t {o) 
have 
taken 
over. 
Chives 
(for 
baked 
pota- 
toes with sour cream), snapdragons (the 
neighborhood kids still stop to play with 
these, making the “mouths” open and close, 
just as I did when I was a kid), chrysanthe- 
mums (colorful until December), tiger lilies. 
And there are still the flowers that get planted 


each year: the petunias, the pansies, just be- 


cause people like them. 

So I’m beginning, after all these years, 
to understand that being a witch means far 
more than identifying with a feminine spiri- 
tuality, far more than a belief in magic and 
divination. I’m tapping into my own roots 
(forgive the pun), having been raised to have 
a healthy respect for growing things, their 
beauty, theirusefulness. WhenI say “Thanks, 
Mom,” I'm not just talking Mother Earth. 

This month's review is of Tree Medi- 
cine, Tree Magic, recently published by 
Phoenix. The October issue of The Herb 
Companion will also contain my review of 
this fun and useful book. 

Books that detail the medicinal and 
culinary uses of plants usually don’tdelvetoo 
deeply into mythology or folklore. But any 
discussion of trees seems to necessitate an 
understanding of their ancient wisdom and 
power, in addition to the practical uses of 
their lumber, bark, leaves and fruits. Ellen 
Evert Hopman’s new book Tree Medicine, 
Tree Magic provides a fascinating compen- 


ing how to make tinc- 
tures, infusions, salves, 
teas, and how to estimate 
a proper dosage. Readers 
are cautioned, however, 
in the event of a serious 
medical condition, to 
seek the advice of a 
trained professional. But 
many of the remedies offered are preventive 
in nature, rather than curative. This is the 
fundamental argument in favor of holistic 
medicine over ‘Western medicine.” The 
former seeks to preserve a healthy body and 
immune system, while the latter seeks to 


mask pain and other symptoms with drugs 


and srugery after the patient has already be- 
come ill (usually because of inadequate diet, 
rest and exercise). 

Each chapter, devoted to a specific tree 
(like Hawthom, Apple. Oak or Birch), is 
divided into several sections. First are the 
tree’s physical characteristics and geographic 
location, followed by a bit of folklore. Next 
are practical uses (applications of the lumber. 
creating different colors for dyeing cloth. 
suitability for firewood). Herbal uses come 
next, with advice on everything from hairand 
face rinses to footbaths. poultices for arthri- 
tis, teas for headache, insomnia and men- 
strual cramps, and recipes for birch beer or 
elderberry jam. Magical uses round out the 
chapter, with lore from traditions around the 
world, advising readers on how to best utilize 
a tree's properties for spellcraft, from love 
potions to flying ointments, from prospenty 
workings to protection from evil. 

Tree Medicine, Tree Magic employs 
descriptions of Bach’s flower essence rem- 
edies, with advice on how certain personality 


J. C. Tibbo 


Hi all!! After 2 months of travelin’ x- 
country and living in the intensely beautiful 
(although at times tumultuous) great out- 
doors I’ve returned home to the welcoming 
arms of the Voice collective. We're ardently 
directing our attention to the mass of corre- 
spondence that has accumulated over the 
summer — thank you everyone for your 
continued support, interest, and sharing. 
Please keep on reaching out to break the 
silence around the varied forms of abuse we 
as women are subjected to. I look forward to 
hearing your voices. We welcome submis- 
sions of all sorts — your thoughts,, stories, 
artwork, poetry, resources, etc. As always if 


you have any questions, comments, or sug- 
gestions please feel free to contact me @ the 
VWV or @ home (253-9807). 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

MOVEMENT FOR SURVIVORS. 
Women identifying as survivors are encour- 
aged to join an existing peer group exploring 
ideas of physical safety, connection, and play. 
We can include dance, martial arts, yoga, 
stretching, centering, singing, improv exer- 
cises, etc. This is not acrisis support group. It 
is a supportive group for growth with shared 


leadership. It will begin on Sept. 14. for ten ° 


weeks. FMI call Caroline @ 586-0640. 


traits may be enhanced or subdued using 
various “tree essences.’ I have known Witches 
who cali this system of “medicine” complete 
chicanery and mumbo jumbo, but what is 
interesting about this book is its inclusion of 


a diverse pantheon of sources. Similarly, the 
Ogham Tree Alphabet, which many scholars 
call merely a poetic creation by Robert Graves 
in his book, The White Goddess, is here 
credited as a “Gaelic development associated 
with the Celtic civilization.” But if there is 
too little attention paid to the exact origin or 
credibility of some of the information pre- 
sented here, the sheer wealth of facts and 
folklore provides, in the end, an insightful 
and delightful read. 

Ellen Evert Hopman is a Master 
Herbalist and holistic counselor who lives in 
Belchertown. 

ECOLOGY ALERT!!! We must not 
forget how rapidly old growth forests are 
being decimated for lumber, and to create 
grazing pastures for beef cattle. Write to your 
congressperson, PLEASE. It takes mere 
minutes to fell an old growth forest, and 
hundreds of years for it to grow back to a 
suitable level of biological diversity. The 
delicate interconnection of species in a forest 


‘is a microcosm for life on the entire planet. 


The spotted owl is like the coal-miner’s ca- 
nary: when it becomes extinct, humans aren’t 
far behind. The owls are getting a bad name 
because big business and politics try to por- 
tray environmentalists as crazy animal rights 
advocates who don’t care about people, or 
people’s jobs. But the reality is that jobs 
which depend on a non-renewable (in our 
lifetimes. anyway) natural resource are not 
very stable career options. Workers in the 
lumber industry will have to find a new 
livelihood eventually, anyway—if they in 
fact manage to cut down all the ancient forest 
growth in this country, even those acres 
currently protected will mean only a few 
more months of employment. 

Quality of life is meaningless without 
adequate oxygen. topsoil and fresh water. 


ANC/OKG 


The Raw Carrot 


Juice Bar 


NOW OPEN. 


Serving: freshly 
squeezed vegetable 
juices,smoothies, 
vegetarian and 
vegan sandwiches, 
soups,salads and 
baked goods. 


OPEX 10am-7pm 
downtoum amherst 
next to the mercantile 


549-4240 
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VOICES FROM THE GRAND 
CANYON: RUDE GIRLS' COLUMN 
AND COMIC 


By Bernie 


I was walking down Elm Street in 
Northampton at around 10 pm fast Friday 
night. I was only slightly “flaunting it”: me (a 
dyke) and my date (a dyke) were holding 
hands as we walked. A carload of teenage 
boys drove by and yelled ““-FAGGOTS!” They 
were gone before I could think of what I 
wanted to say. I was laughing at being called 
a faggot and I was scared to be walking at 
night where few other people were around. 
ButI didn’t say anything, not even something 
encouraging to myself to keep me feeling 
glad about being a lesbian even though it’s a 
hostile 
world. J 
even had a 
perfect rude 
retort I’ve 
been saving 
for just the 
right mo- 
ment: 
“SUCKMY 
DICK!!"., 

I think it 
would 
have been 
the right 
moment. 

I've actually got a pretty good collec- 
tion of stored up rude remarks like this. And 
I ve gotten pretty good at making them up on 
the spot when I need them. 

When my friend Miranda and I were 
talking about being harassed and struggling 
to find ways to respond, we were inspired to 
start a network where women could collect 
tude responses. Soon feminists all over the 
Valley would have quite an assortment of 
great answers and we’ dall have the congratu- 

lations that we deserve for being brave enough 
to talk back. 

Miranda and | both agreed that smart 
answers aren't always the best way to handle 
a situation: sometimes they increase our dan- 
ger or just make us feel more unsafe. (Also 
they can be somewhat volatile in the work- 
place I have heard.) We also don’t think that 
rudeness is a good way to handle tension and 
differences within a feministcommunity. But 
we both love that moment when after some- 
one tries to belittle, humiliate, or frighten a 
woman, she throws back a comment that 
leaves the harasser flabbergasted and making 
funny glubglubglub noises while he looks 
like a cat trying tovspit out a hairball. We also 
love that at this moment the woman usually 
feels tough. confident and witty—the exact 


feelings that the harasser was trying to take 
away. : 
So Miranda and I are writing this Rude 
Girls column and comic to start this feminist 
network we want to see. We’ll include one of 
our success stories for this time and hope to 
continue writing regularly with help from 
readers. 

One of my best recent verbal self-de- 
fense moves happened at the likely location 
of a car repair shop. I was on my way to the 
nearby cash machine to get money to pay for 
the mechanic’s work. He told me to hurry 
back because he’d be closing soon. I an- 
swered, “I'll be right back, the only thing 
between me 
and the cash 
machine is a 
Honda dealer 
and I sure 
can’t buy a 
Honda with 
$70. so don't 
worry.’ From 
that he was 
somehow in- 
spired to say. 
“You'd sure 
look great in 
a Honda, 
though.” 
When I came back, I asked what he’d meant 
about me and a Honda. He said, “Well. you’d 
look good in any nice car, a Honda, or even 
better, a convertible. Have you ever driven a 
convertible? You'd look great in a convert- 
ible.” I'd had a few minutes to think on the 
way to the cash machine and! felt great about 
my next comment, “Hmm, is that like me 
saying you’d look great in court for harassing 
women? You really would.’ When he started 
making that glubglubglub underwater hairball 
removal noise, I knew I had been success- 
fully rude. Yay! 

We would love to collect and print your 
stories. They can be about things you did say, 
thing you know you will say when you are 
unlucky enough to have the chance, things 
your friends have said, or things you over- 
heard a great woman saying on the bus. All 
stories can be anonymous (please include a 
name and phone number so we cantalk to you 
about editing changes we might make). And 
to encourage you all to act quickly, we are 
going to give a laminated rude girl cartoon to 
the first five women to write in. We mean it. 
Thanks. 


Sponsored by 
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September Calendar 


September 13 

Music: Singer-songwriter-guitarist-comic 
Patty Larkin, urban folk sensation, winner of 
seven Boston music awards, and one of the 
popular “Four Bitchin’ Babes.” $10. $2 
Amherst College I.D. Tickets and info: 542- 
5773. Sundays at Eight Coffeehouse, Amherst 
College Campus Center Frontroom, 8 pm. 


September 14 

Registration: Gay, Lesbian. Bisexual Stud- 
ies Brown Bag Luncheon/Seminar Series - 
orientation for students wishing credit. Info: 
545-4824. 


September 17 
Reading: Jewish lesbian playwright, critic, 
novelist Judith Katz reads from her newly 
released first novel—Running Fiercely To- 
ward a High Thin Sound—and her novel in 
progress—The Escape Artist. Free. Info: 545- 
4824. UMass Campus Center Room 168C, 8 
pm. 
Film: Before Stonewall, documentary about 
lesbian and gay life before 1969 and the 
present lesbian and gay liberation movement. 
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Film Series. Free. 
Info: 545-4824. UMass Campus CenterRoom 
911, 7 pm. 
Comedy: Comedian Wendy Liebman, 
Johnnie Walker National Comedy Search 
finalist (and the first woman finalist); 
Wellesley grad and regional favorite. $5; $1 
Amherst College ID. Amherst College Cam- 
pus Center Frontroom. 9 pm. 


September 18 

Reception: Reception for Gay, Lesbian, and 
Bisexual Graduate Students in the Five Col- 
lege Area—meet other graduate students, 
discover mutual interests, discuss plans for 
the semester. Hosted by the UMass Program 
for Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Concerns. 
Info: 545-4824, UMass Crampton House/ 
Southwest Residential Area, 4-6 pm. 


September 19 

Film: Chocolat (1988, French/German/ 
Camaroon). dir. Claire Denis (French with 
Englishsubtitles. Slice-of- life filmco-scripted 
by the director conceming a young woman’s 


a ‘filer? footie ™ 


New, Used & Rare 
Books, Periodicals 
& Music 


90 King St. Northampton, MA 01060 


ea Ried NRT = 
FOOD FOR 


oS ee 
THOUGHT 
BOOK S| 


ideas for a changing world 


(413) 586-7851 vitdd 


Food for Thought Books 


# anon-profit workers’ collective * 


memories of herchildhood in Colonial French 
West Africa. $2.50. Mount Holyoke College 
Gamble Auditorium, 7 & 9 pm. 


September 20 

Music: Grammy Award winner and regional 
folk favorite Shawn Colvin. $12, $5 Amherst 
College ID. Tickets and info: 542-5773. Sun- 
days at Eight Coffeehouse, Amherst College 
Buckley Recital Hall, 8 pm. 


September 21 
Brown Bag 
Lunch: Gay, 
Lesbian, Bi- 
sexual Studies 
Brown BagL 


STONEWALL RIOTS 


Luncheon/f ~ 
Seminar Series: 
Judith Katz, 
Jewish Lesbian 
writer, on 
“Recreating the NS 


Myth of the 
Missing Les- 
bian.” Free. [£5 = 
Info: 545-4824. ]44/$ } : 

UMass Campus 

Center, Ninth rlvane VA 

Floor, noon- Ni 
1:30 pm. 


September 24 
Film: Entre 
Nous (1983, 
French), dir. 
Diane Kurys. 
The deepening 
friendship be- 


tween two 
women. Gay, 
Lesbian, and 


Bisexual Film 

Series. UMass Campus Center Room 911.7 
pm. 

Discussion & Performance: Out of Bounds. 
Marc Malkin, a staff writer for “Bay Win- 
dows,” a Boston-based gay and lesbian 
newsweekly, speaks on “Covering Fear.” a 
discussion of the role of journalists in cover- 
ing hate for the gay press, even if it means 


DOWN CRARREREARREL-ALEY 


DISTINCT 
NON-SMOKING AREA 


AIR + CONDITIONED 


106 N. Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 
Tel. (413) 253-5432 


MCI/VISA Accepted - 10% off all hardcovers 
Members receive 10% off everything 


From Weenie-toons: Women Artisits Mock 
Cocks, edited by Roz Warten. Roz will be at Lunaria 
Bookstore in Northapton on September 25, presenting 
a slide show of women's humor. Women only please. 


BOOKSTORE “CAFE 


| OPEN AT GA.M.! 


giving voice to the most homophobic in our 
society. And Jeannine Haas, on the staff of 
Evergreen Theater, performs “Opposing 
Tension,” an original short dance perfor- 
mance in which a lesbian humorously ex- 
presses what happens when what she gets 
doesn’t follow what she wants. 


September 25 

Slide Show: Slide show of women’s humor 
by Roz Warren, featuring a multitude of 
women cartoon- 
ists represented in 
her collections, 
Kitty Libber: Cat 
Cartoons by 
Women, 
Women’s Glib: 


BY ANTSEA NATALIE 


Women's Humor, 
and her newly re- 
leased Women's 


BH the Art Women’s 
Humor. FMI 586- 
7851. Women 
only. Lunaria 
Bookstore, 7 pm. 


September 25-26 
Symposium: Re- 
vealing Stories: 
The First Fifty 
Years of the 
j Sophia = Smith 
Collection. Sep- 
tember 25; Jane 
White, Obie- 
winning actress, 
speaks on “Life as 
an Actress: A 
Mystery Show.” 
Free, but reserva- 
tions necessary: 585-2973. Smith College 
Mendenhall Center for Performing Arts, 
Hallie Flanagan Studio Theatre, 8 pm. Sep- 
tember 26: Nancy F. Cott speaks on “Enlight- 
enment Respecting Half the Human Race: 
Mary Ritter Beard and Women’s History”; 
and Ellen Chesler speaks on “Reinterpreting 
Margaret Sanger.”’ Free. Smith College Sage 


Writing Workshops 
For Women 
taught by Leslea Newman 


Write From The Heart, 
Poems From The Heart 
A Novel idea, and What 
Are You Eating/What's 
Eating You all start the 
third week in September. 
(8 week classes held in 
Northampton) 


Call 


100 Acres ¢ Pool 
Hot tub ° Trails 


P.O. Box 118V 
Bethlehem, NH 03574 
(603) 869°3378 


A LESBIAN PARADISE! 


An Anthology of 


Glibber: State of 


Write From The_Heart: 


(413)584-3865 


Hall, Sweeney Auditorium, 9:30a.m. Carolyn 
Heilbrun speaks on “Writing a Biography of 
Gloria Steinem. Free. Smith College Sage 
Hall, Sweeney Auditorium, 1:30 pm. 


September 28 

Brown Bag Lunch: Gay, Lesbian. Bisexual 
Studies Brown Bag Luncheon/Seminar: 
David Mertz speaks on “Sexual Epistemol- 
ogy: Everything You Always Pretended to 
Know About Sex.” Free. Info: 545-4824. 
UMass Campus Center, Ninth Floor, noon- 
1:30 pm. 


Subscribe! 


to the 
Valley Women's Voice 
$1.50 an issue/ $12.00 for 9 


issues 
Nore: 


Address: 


State: Zip: 


Send check to: 
Valley Women's Voice 
321 Student Union Building 
UMass, Amherst 
MA 01003 


VWYV subscriptions 
make great gifts. 


Homemada and fresh dally! 


MUFFINS CO) COFFEECAKES OD) BANANA BREAD ED PIES 
ALL OUR BREADS D AND MORE 


111 Pleasant Street © Northampton 
58605343 


i | 


The 
ROADHOUSE 


RESTAURANT 
Rt. 9 & Bay Road, Belchertown 
Serving Breakfast & Lunch 
Everyday 


No Mixes, No Packages, 
No Preservatives! 


Homemade Breads, 
Fresh Ingredients - 
Organic when Possible! 


Owned and Operated by Denise 


Hours: 

Mondays 6am - 11am 
Tues - Fri6am - 1:30 pm 
Sat, Sun7am-2pm 
Phone: (413) 323-6175 


~- 
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Announcements 


UMass Program for GLB Concerns: 
Graduate T.A.s and undergraduate work- 
study students are sought. Call 545-4824 for 
an application. The Speakers Bureau is look- 
ing for gay. lesbian. and bisexual folks and 
heterosexual allies who would like to partici- 
pate in community education on issues of 
heterosexism and homophobia. Introductory 
training fornew members. September 15 and 
23. Orientation for new and retuming mem- 
bers, September 24 and 30. Intemship credit 
may be arranged for students. FMI 545-4824. 
“3:7 AMDA is the Program's new 24-hour 
voice-messaging information service. avail- 
able free of charge to callers from any touch 
tone phone. LAMDA will include continu- 
ally updated event information. information 
On area resources including bookstores, clubs 
and publications. homophobia education, 


UMass and 5-College Gay. Lesbian. and Bi- ° 


sexual offerings. on-campus counseling and 
dispute resolution services, as well as infor- 
mation about AIDS/HIV. STD's and other 
healthissues. Tousethe system. dial LAMDA 
(5-2632) from any on-campus phone. or 54- 
LAMDA (545-2632) from off campus. For 
information about listing events. call Jeffrey 
McKeough at 545-4824. 


AIDS Services: AIDS Services of Franklin 
County offers free help to people living with 
HIV/AIDS and their families and friends in 
Franklin County and the Athol/Orange area. 
They are offering a Volunteer Buddy Train- 
ing on Saturday. September 26 in Greenfield, 
MA. from 9 am-6 pm. for those interested in 
becoming a Volunteer Buddy to a person 
living with HIV/AIDS. Buddies provide a 
one to one supportive relationship to a person 
with HIV/AIDS and also assist in daily living 
tasks. Call (413) 773-8888 or (508) 249-2013 
for more info about services or volunteer 
opportunities. 


EWC Volunteers: The Educator/Advocate 
and Counselor/Advocate Programs at 


Everywoman’s Center in Amherst are look- 
ing for volunteers to work against violence 
against women. Counselor/Advocates staff a 
24-hour hotline for survivors of sexual as- 
sault and battering. Educator/Advocates pro- 
vide workshops and community advocacy 
around these issues. Next training begins on 
Saturday, September 19, 1992. Bilingual 
women and women of color encouraged to 
apply. FMI call 545-3474. 


Casa Latina: Cultural Education Program 
including Functional Spanish Course, Octo- 
ber 12-December 10 ($250); Functional 
Spanish for Latinos, October 13-September 
10 ($250); and Latino Cultural Awareness, 
September 16-October 21 ($175). FMI call 
586-1569. 


Community Phoneline: Pride’s Too, a Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Book and Gift Store in 
Northampton, announces the creation of a 
Community Prideline, offering a recorded 
message announcing the dates, times, and 
locations of performances, meetings, and 
events of interest to members of the Gay, 
Lesbian, and Bisexual community. This in- 
formation service will be available 24 hours 
a day by calling 584-4848. Anyone wishing 
to list information should call the line di- 
rectly; an opportunity to leave a recorded 
message is available at the end of the Prideline 
recording. FMI call 585-0683. 


Performance: Peformance by Fire (lesbian 
poet), Klaire (acapella singer) and Ché 
(dancer/poet, age 7), a 3-generation multi- 
racial family of artists. Bring your own work 
to share sacredness, power and freedom of 
our feminism in our art. Womyn only. Free. 
Crones’ Harvest, 761 Centre St., Jamaica 
Plain, MA (617) 983-9530. Thursday, Octo- 
ber 8, 7 pm. 


Conference: Boston Women’s Fund’s Con- 
ference on Women, Money, and Social Re- 


sponsibility, Saturday, October 17, 9-4 at 
Radcliffe College’s Cronkhite Graduate 
Center in Cambridge. The conference brings 
women together with leading professionals 
in socially responsible investing and finan- 
cial planning. Through workshops, discus- 
sion groups and featured speakers, this con- 
ference provides aunique opportunity to meet 
the personal and social challenges of manag- 
ing one’s money. FMI, call (617) 542-5955. 


Exhibition: Paintings by Susan Montgom- 
ery as part of an exhibition titled “Animals to 
Ashes, Ashes to Animals.” Montgomery says 
of her work that “J am interested in the 
archetypal human experience of fairy tales, 
specifically Cinderella. Not the versions of 
Cinderella that are most common to us now, 
but the missing parts of the story which a 
combination of personal history and my own 
ideas of the heroines in these fairy tales.” 
September 8-September 18, with a reception 
for the artists on September 1! 8. from 6-8 pm. 
UMass Student Union Gallery, Mon-Fri, | 1- 
4, 


Exhibition: “My Secret Garden” by Jan 
Atamian, a series of oil and collage paintings 
evolving from the artist’s Armenian-Ameri- 
can background, weaving color and form and 
revealing a continued exploration of her in- 
ner and outer worlds; the paintings reflect a 
celebration of humanity as well asthe mourn- 
ing of two Armenian generations, unable to 
express their deepest fears. Atamian’s re- 
sume includes working closely with a group 
of Italian muralists in Nicaragua in the mid- 
1980s, to depict the history and experience of 
the Nicaraguan people. Reception Sunday 
September 27, 3-5. Exhibition runs Septem- 
ber 24-October 16, Hampden Gallery, UMass, 
Mon-Fri 3-7, sun 2-5. 


MEETING TIMES: 

AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT- 
UP) of Western Mass meets on the second 
and fourth Thursdays‘of the month, 16 Center 
Street, Room 311, Northampton, 7:30 pm. 
Call 584-4213. 

The ArisePLWA (People Living with AIDS 
Advocates meet weekly on Mondays from 10 
am to 12 noonat Arise, 718 State Street (back 
entrance), Springfield. FMI call Christine or 
Michael at 734-4948. 

the Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Community 
Center general meetings are the first Tuesday 
of every month at 7 pm at the Unitarian 
church basement in Northampton. FMI call 
585-0683. 

The Valley Gay Alliance meets the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 7:30 pm in 
the Unitarian meeting house, 220 Main Street, 
Northampton. FMI call 527-2554. Thursday, 
September 17, Social Hourand Back to School 
Dance Party, 7:30 at the Unitarian meeting 
house. 

Queer Nation meets every Wednesday 6-7 
pmat Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood 
Walk, Amherst. FMI call 584-4213. Teen 
support group in Northampton. Call 586- 
7377. 

PFLAG Pioneer Valley meets at 7:30 pm on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each moth in Grace Epis- 
copal Church Parish Hall, Spring Street, 
Amherst. Call 532-4883. 


jewels graphics 


Classified Ads 


Amadeus Piano Tuning—Certified 
tuner technician. Reasonable, 
prompt, courteous. 584-8210 


Do you know CricketGraph? 
Seeking woman to help me learn. 
Call Sarah at 772-6385. 


Lesbian wanted to work as 
personal care attendant for a dyke 
with cerebral palsy. Pay is $7.85/ 
hour and shifts are from 10-2 pm or 
6-10 pm. Call during these times to 
set up an interview. Mary at 256- 
6054. 


Therapeutic Massage and 
Polarity Balancing by Boni. Al! 
sizes and shapes welcome. 
586-5172. 


Super Single Waterbed with 


headboard and sidepads for sale. 
Lesbian owned and operated. $100 
or B.O. 586-1521. 


Seeking other Lesbian cyclists. 
Looking for someone to ride/train 
with on and off-road — up to 150 
miles per week. Jami 586-6117. 


Going to Philly? One weekend in 
early October: you drive or J drive 
and we’ll share the expenses. Sara 
at 773-9654. 


1980 Pontiac Phoenix High 
mileage, runs well. $300 negotiable. 
Call evenings 256-1764. 


Seeking Lesbian with interest in 
playing classical flute. Used to 


play — am looking to get back into 
it. 586-1485. 


Free for the 
month of 
October! 


PLACE 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS IN THE 

OCTOBER ISSUE 
OF THE 
VALLEY 

WOMEN'S 
VOICE FOR 
FREE. 


CALL 545-2436 


presents 


a 


FERRON 


Celebrating the release of a 
brand new live album 


Sunday, October 4. 2:00 pm 
Academy of Music 
Northampton 


Tickets: $16.00 at Lunaria or 

the Northampton Box Office 

BY PHONE: 413/586-8686 or 
800/THE TICK. 


